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Franz Wittmann keeps Rallye Waldviertel suspenseful 

Baumschlager still in the lead but Wittmann closes in on 14 seconds
Manfred Stohl on the way to Vice-Championship title as current fourth
Today’s second leg of the 29th Rallye Waldviertel saw already established National Champion Raimund Baumschlager taking up the rally 27,4 seconds ahead of pursuer Franz Wittmann. 
But already on the first special stage, SS 7, a circuit with a length of 35,16 kilometres in St. Leonhard, the young IRC driver managed to bite 16,0 seconds off the lead of the veteran from Rosenau. The road conditions were very difficult and differing – extremely slippery surface, especially on gravel, followed by dry sections on tarmac. Exactly the way that Manfred Stohl likes it, finishing third only 20,2 seconds behind. Andreas Waldherr came in fourth, ahead of best foreigner, Balazs Öcsi from Hungary. Hannes Danzinger, Mario Saibel and Romanian Claudiu David encountered several problems while Austrian Patrick Winter fared even worse: he had to retire and thus also bid farewell to the fight for the Vice-Championship. Manfred Pfeiffenberger also couldn’t finish the stage and therefore the rally. 
Prior to the  regrouping at the EKZ Horn, the 12,98 kilometres long SS 8 (Manhartsberg-Schönberg) had been scheduled. Here Raimund Baumschlager fought back and reached his already sixth best-time at this year’s Rallye Waldviertel, even though only 1,4 seconds ahead of Franz Wittmann. Manfred Stohl once more proved his class by once again coming in third, in front of Hungarian Balazs Öcsi, Andreas Waldherr, Czech Jan Cerny and Attila Rongits from Hungary.
The ninth special stage was held as Superspecial, once more on the 2,30 kilometres long Nordring circuit in Fuglau. This time, somewhat surprisingly, Andreas Waldherr reached fastest time. His lead on Raimund Baumschlager was 1,5 seconds, then 2,4 secoonds on Mario Saibel, 2,7 seconds on Franz Wittmann, as well as Balasz Öcsi (Hungary) and 3,0 seconds on Reinhard Pasteiner.
What the top drivers had to say after SS 9:

Raimund Baumschlager: “So far everything is fine. Prior to SS 7 we had to change the front left tyre because of a leaky valve. But then we were on our way again. Even though Wittmann was very fast on the first stage we still should be able to stay ahead till the end.“

Franz Wittmann: “So far the second day is running very smoothly for me. The high gravel percentage suits me. I feel right at home on this surface. But it still will take some more getting used to to find the right braking points with this car.”
Manfred Stohl: “These are exactly my kind of conditions and my kind of surface. I’m driving like the devil. The stages are very, very slippery and fast which also means that I lack the speed in the end. I’ll continue trying to put some pressure on Andreas Waldherr but he is, in fact, too far ahead in order for me to have hopes on the podium. Furthermore, my goal is the Vice-Championship title and it would be very silly to risk too much now and throw the car away.”
Andreas Waldherr: “We spun on the first stage. Then we aproached a fast passage with too much speed and missed a junction. Thus we lost a lot of time which wanted to make up on SS 8. But our lack of experience on gravel didn’t completely permit that. We will continue to attack but still control our speed and not risk too much.”
Intermediate standings after nine of 12 speical stages overall:
01. Raimund Baumschlager/Thomas Zeltner, A/A, Skoda Fabia S2000, 1:16,54,3 Std.
02. Franz Wittmann/ Bernhard Ettel, A/A, Peugeot 207, S2000 + 14,0 Sek.

03. Andreas Waldherr/ Richard Jeitler, A/A, VW Polo S2000 + 1:02,6 Min.

04. Manfred Stohl/ Ilka Minor, A/A, Subaru Impreza CNG + 1:52,3 Min.

05. Jan Cerny/ Pavel Kohout, CZ/CZ, Subaru Impreza + 2:44,4 Min.

06. Attila Rongits/Laszlo Hannus, HU/HU, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 2:54,0 Min.
07. Mario Saibel/ Daniela Weissengruber, A/A, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 3:30,4 Min.

08. Reinhard Pasteiner/ Gerald Winter, A/A, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 4:05,8 Min

09. Balasz Ocsi/ Istvan Szajky, HU/HU, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 4:11,0 Min

10. Alexander Tazreiter/ Elke Aigner, A/A, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 5:04,8 Min.
11. Ernst Haneder/ Daniel Foissner, A/A, Mitsubishi Evo + 5:11,8 Min
12. Claudiu David/ Mihaela Beldie, ROM/ROM, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 6:23,9 Min.
Remaining itinerary of the 29th Rallye  Waldviertel:

Saturday, October 31
13,46
                              SS 10 Rundkurs Leonhard                        35,16 kilometres

14,50
                              SS 11 Manhartsberg Schönberg               12,98 kilometres

15,35                              Regrouping EKZ Horn

16,54
                              SS 12 Nordring Fuglau Superspecial         02,30 kilometres

17,44                              End of rally, ramp in Horn
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