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Raimund Baumschlager will take up day 2 of Rallye Waldviertel as leader  

Lurking in places two and three are Franz Wittmann and Andreas Waldherr
Manfred Stohl as overall fifth still hottest candidate for Vice-Championship-title 

Already established National Champion Raimund Baumschlager also is top at the 29th Rallye Waldviertel at halftime. The man from Rosenau leads after day one and six special stages 27,4 seconds ahead of Franz Wittmann and 36,9 seconds in front of Andreas Waldherr. Regarding the fight for the Vice-Championship-title, though, it’s Manfred Stohl, currently in fifth place, who stands the best chances of succeeding, but Andreas Waldherr will continue challenging him tomorrow. The Diesel class sees Michael Böhm in the lead after SS 5 in the Waldviertel, which gives him an advantage for winning the Vice-title over Alfred Leitner. The current leader in the National Historic Rally Championship is Gerhard Openauer while Christoph Weber keeps course on the Championship-title. In the Ford Fiesta Sporting Trophy Raffael Sulzinger is at the top after SS 4 and in the Suzuki Motorsport Cup the overall leader so far, Wolfgang Werner, had to retire due to a technical defect on SS 4 – which gives leader Mario Klammer every opportunity to take the rally ranking.
On SS 3 over 2,7 kilometres of deep mud on the Nordring, the two powerful Skoda S2000 of Raimund Baumschlager and Toto Wolff were unbeatable, followed by Gerwald Grössing, Patrick Winter, Franz Wittmann and Andreas Waldherr.

Subsequently it was the second turn for the circuit in Gars am Kamp as SS 4. This time it was Raimund Baumschlager’s turn to dominate and win by 6,8 seconds ahead of Andreas Waldherr and 8,7 seconds over Franz Wittmann. Toto Wolff had to retire on this stage due to two tyre damages. Patrick Winter had a little more luck. He also had a tyre damage but was able to continue. Still, he lost a lot of time.
Another best-time on SS 5 from Wolfshof to Fuglau over 11,14 kilometres had  Raimund Baumschlager break away from the rest of the field. Here Franz Wittmann, who finished second 9,6 seconds behind, finally overtook Andreas Waldherr in the overall classification and moved up to place two. Waldherr only finished the stage as fifth-placed behind Hungarian Attila Rongits and Manfred Stohl. Czech Jan Cerny and Hannes Danzinger came in as sixth and seventh.

On SS 6, the second turn on the Nordring circuit and final stage of the day, Baumschlager once more reached best-time – even if only 0,2 seconds ahead of Franz Wittmann who was followed by Romanian Claudiu David, 4,4 seconds behind. Andreas Waldherr and Manfred Stohl finished in fourth and fifth place respectively.
What the first three in the overall ranking had to say after day one:

Baumschlager: “I am very content. We encountered no problems whatsoever. I hope things will continue like that – then we’re on the right course.“

Wittmann: “I am really satisfied. The first day with the S2000 went very well. Even though the adjustment is enormmous. All in all, we’re on the right way – but it will naturally still take some time before I can got to the limit with the car.”
Waldherr: “I had light-dropouts at the additional headlights on all the special stages of the afternoon. Thus the outlines were blurred. I couldn’t see very well under these light conditions. Concerning these circumstances I am rather content with the result.”
Overall standings after six of 12 special stages overall:

01. Raimund Baumschlager/Thomas Zeltner, A/A, Skoda Fabia S2000, 43:56,4 Min

02. Franz Wittmann/ Bernhard Ettel, A/A, Peugeot 207, S2000 + 27,4 Sek.

03. Andreas Waldherr/ Richard Jeitler, A/A, VW Polo S2000 + 36,9 Sek.

04. Mario Saibel/ Daniela Weissengruber, A/A, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 1:34,7 Min.

05. Manfred Stohl/ Ilka Minor, A/A, Subaru Impreza CNG + 1:37,6 Min.

06. Jan Cerny/ Pavel Kohout, CZ/CZ, Subaru Impreza + 1:49,2 Min.

07. Attila Rongits/Laszlo Hannus, HU/HU, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 1:56,3

08. Reinhard Pasteiner/ Gerald Winter, A/A, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 2:16,9 Min

09. Ernst Haneder/ Daniel Foissner, A/A, Mitsubishi Evo + 2:46,7 Min

10. Claudiu David/ Mihaela Beldie, ROM/ROM, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 2:53,3

11. Hannes Danzinger/ Pia M. Schirnhofer, A/A, VW Golf KitCar CNG + 2:56,2 Min.

12. Imre Födö/ Gabor Demjen, HU/HU, Mitsubishi Evo IX + 2:58,6

13. Patrick Winter/ Daniela Stummer, A/A,  Mitsubishi Evo IX + 2:59,2 Min.
Saturday, October 31

07,50                              Beginning of day 2, Parc-Ferme Out EKZ Horn

08,34
                              SS 7 Circuit Leonhard                              35,16 kilometres

09,38
                              SS 8 Manhartsberg Schönberg                12,98 kilometres

10,43                              Regrouping EKZ Horn

11,32
                              SS 9 Nordring Fuglau Superspecial          02,30 kilometres
       

13,46
                              SS 10 Rundkurs Leonhard                        35,16 kilometres

14,50
                              SS 11 Manhartsberg Schönberg               12,98 kilometres

15,35                              Regrouping EKZ Horn

16,54
                              SS 12 Nordring Fuglau Superspecial         02,30 kilometres

17,44                              End of rally, ramp in Horn
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