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Little more than 24 hours to go till start of Rallye Waldviertel
Lower Austria’s Government Official Dr. Petra Bohuslav will send off field in Gars
Sportively high-class finale with lots of fans and good weather to be expected
The Rallye Waldviertel, which will already be held for the 29th time in the region this year, will receive the starting signal by Lower Austria’s Government Official Dr. Petra Bohuslav tomorrow, Friday, October 30 at 14.50 in Gars am Kamp. This rally classic counts as last run to the Austrian National Rally Championship, the National Historic Rally Championship, the IG Rallye Trophy and also as last run to the Suzuki Motorsport Cup, respectively the Ford Fiesta Sporting Trophy and to the Volvo Cup.

Currently the technical and administrative homologation are underway at the EKZ Horn, respectively the recces for the several teams on the stages. Things will get serious for the competitors for the first time tomorrow, Friday, between 10.00 and 12.00 in the Mühlfeld area. The distance from the service zone in Horn is only one kilometre. There the shakedown will be held on a two kilometres long, closed-off and secured stage which consists to 50 % of gravel. This poses the last opportunity for the teams to have their vehicles undergo a functional test.
Since Raimund Baumschlager has his Championship title already fixed, the focus of interest is on the race for the Vice-Championship-title. And here one can expect a hot “pentathlon” between Manfred Stohl, Andreas Waldherr, Hannes Danzinger, Alexander Tazreiter and Patrick Winter. These drivers are currently only 15 points apart in the standings. One can equally look forward to the performance of Franz Wittmann. The young IRC driver will steer a Peugeot S2000 for the first time for testing purposes. And Toto Wolff will also try his luck on a Skoda S2000.

In Division II, Daniel Wollinger is already overall winner and National Junior Champion. To him the Waldviertel mainly is a “freestyle” event to celebrate this successful season. Regarding the rally itself his biggest opponent could turn out to be Ford brand colleague Lukas Langstadlinger. He is already Vice-Champion and furthermore winner of the Ford Fiesta Sporting Trophy. 
In Diesel class Div III Michael Kogler is also already uncatchable as overall winner. The Vice-Championship-title will be decided in the Waldviertel between Alfred Leitner and Michael Böhm.
Not yet decided is the title fight in the National Historic Rallye Championship. Here Christoph Weber is close to his biggest success. Only Sebastian Unger could challenge him for the title – in case of a retirement of Weber.

The biggest thrill awaits fans in regard to the final run to the Suzuki Motorsport Cup. With Wolfgang Werner, Mario Klammer, Michael Hofer and Klemens Haingartner, four drivers still have the opportunity to win the title.
Of the 139 entered teams from eight nations over 100 teams have already picked up the roadbooks for the recces so far. The rest is expected by Thursday afternoon. Of the better known drivers only three cancellations have been made so far. They concern German Hermann Gassner, Slovenian Asja Zupanc and Czech Radek Mifka. 
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