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Interesting safety car deployed at Rallye Waldviertel 2009 

Rally fans can admire a prototype of the Skoda Fabia R2 

This car will be driven by an official test driver from the Czech Republic
Safety will once more be in the foreground at this year’s 29th edition of the Rallye Waldviertel (October 30 to 31). The task of the safety cars, which will be on the stages immediately prior to the beginning of the rally, is multifaceted and they also carry a great responsibility. 

The crews of these saftey cars are responsible for checking the stages according to a safety plan approved by the authorities and to inform the sports commissioners, the rally administration, respectively the special stage controller of any anomalies prior to the start of a special stage. This concerns extraordinary incidents on the stage, the observance of all forbidden areas, the barriers for spectators, the manning of all stage sentries in time and the presence of fire brigades and ambulances at the previously specified positions.

The safety cars are also equipped with optical warning lights and partly also with loudspeakers in order to alert residents and rally fans of the beginning of the special stage. Corresponding to this it is vital that the passengers of these safety cars are familiar with the specified safety conditions and able to act immediately. Not to mention perfect driving abilities. The assignment of these car takes place in a predetermined order. 

At this year’s Rally Waldviertel the first car will be the NÖ Safetycar of the country of Lower Austria, a Mitsubishi Evo X, followed by further vehicles with the labelling C, B and A. This safety relay will be continued with the triple zero, the couble zero and the car with the no. 0. Only if the green light has been given will Manfred Stohl, Raimund Baumschlager, Andreas Waldherr, Franz Wittmann, Patrick Winter, Hermann Gassner, Toto Wolff and Alexander Tazreiter take up the rally on Friday in this order.

And this zero car is an absolute prototype. It is a Skoda Fabia 1,6 Sport R2. This car, which has not been homologated yet, shall be used in rallying in the future. A condition for the assignment had been to make no technical details and pictures of the inside public. “We will stick to this condition, of course. But the assignment of this car nevertheless is a true enrichment of the rally itself”, says Organisation Manager Helmut Schöpf.
This prototype will be driven by an extremely experienced Czech test driver duo that has already reached numerous podium places in its rally career.
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