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Some drivers have already inspected the Rallye Waldviertel
Manfred Stohl, Andreas Waldherr, Patrick Winter a. Alexander Tazreiter already active
Preparations for the “final rallyedays” go according to plan says OC chief Helmut Schöpf
About fifty percent of the 139 entered teams overall from eight nations have already taken up the opportunity of the first official reconnaissance date for the 29th Rallye Waldviertel, taking place next Friday and Saturday with the start in Gars am Kamp and the finish in Horn.   

Oraganistaion Manager Helmut Schöpf is more than satisfied with this fact: “About 70 teams from home and abroad, especially from Hungary, have already been on the road on Sunday and the Austrian National Day on Monday in the Waldviertel following the issueing of the road books. All other teams still have the opportunity to explore the special stages on Wednesday and Thursday and to write down the all-important pace notes. To us as organisers the preparations for the ‘final rallydays’ are absolutely going according to plan. The weather forecast has also been very positive which has us expect a lot of rally fans in the Waldviertel. We are well prepared for that, in any case. Also pleasing is the fact that the TV activities of RTL Club in the Eastern States have been extended to a broadcasting time of one hour in all. Thus the broadcast date there switches to November 7 at 11.00. A rerun is scheduled for November 10.”
From the most promising drivers for the overall victory, the already established National Champion Raimund Baumschlager (Skoda S2000), Franz Wittmann (Peugeot S2000) , Toto Wolff (Skoda S2000) and Hannes Danzinger (VW Golf KitCar CNG) will only take up their reconnaissance from Wednesday on.
Already on the road in the Waldviertel were the following drivers who gathered their first impressions. Among them were also four out of the five hopefuls for the still open titel of Vice National Rally Champion 2009. 
Manfred Stohl (Subaru Impreza CNG): “I personally enjoy the new gravel parts. They are very demanding and pose a real challenge. The long stage was already a lot of fun during the recce. I don’t really care about the weather conditions on Friday and Saturday – I’ll feel at home in any case. But one thing is obvious: the less slippery it gets, the more the chances increase to keep somewhat up with the S2000 cars with a less powerful vehicle.”   
Andreas Waldherr (Volkswagen Polo S2000): “The 35 kilometres long stage will surely become the heart of the rally. There it will be especially important to make the right choice of tyres. And it is very much appreciated that the long distances between the seperate special stages are a thing of the past. Thus the compactness has been significantly increased. A lot will depend on the weather. Wet conditions will make the choice of tyres difficult since there are many tarmac parts even on the gravel stages. A dry surface offers many more opportunities to choose the optimal tyres thanks to the diverse tyre mixtures.”
Alexander Tazreiter (Mitsubishi Evo IX): “This year’s routeing pleases me very much. The 35 kilometres long circuit in St. Leonhard on Saturday will pose the biggest challenge. This could be a preliminary decision. But the decisive criterion during the two rally days will be the correct choice of tyres. It is hard to judge the mixture of tarmac and gravel within one special stage.”
Patrick Winter (Mitsubishi Evo IX): “One thing really makes me happy: the special stages in the Waldviertel have a high percentage of gravel. This heightens my chances to reach a podium place. After all, gravel is my favourite surface. I shall fight like a lion. My immediate opponents for the fight for the vice championship title are Manfred Stohl and Andreas Waldherr – Alexander Tazreiter and Hannes Danzinger shouldn’t pose a problem to me.”
Itinerary of the 29th Rallye Waldviertel
Friday, October 30

14,50                             Start of rally on the ramp in Gars am Kamp

15,04
                             SS 1 Circuit Gars am Kamp                     22,51 kilometres

15,48 
                            SS 2 Wolfshof – Fuglau                           11,14 kilometres

16,07 
                            SS 3 Nordring Sprint                                02,68 kilometres

16,32                             Regrouping EKZ Horn

17,56 
                            SS 4 Rundkurs Gars am Kamp                22,51 kilometres

18,40 
                            SS 5 Wolfshof – Fuglau                            11,14 kilometres

18,59
                             SS 6 Nordring Sprint                                 02,68 kilometres

19,14                             Service In “OMV Horn”, End of day 1

Saturday, October 31

07,50                              Beginning of day 2, Parc-Ferme Out EKZ Horn

08,34
                              SS 7 Circuit Leonhard                              35,16 kilometres

09,38
                              SS 8 Manhartsberg Schönberg                12,98 kilometres

10,43                              Regrouping EKZ Horn

11,32
                              SS 9 Nordring Fuglau Superspecial          02,30 kilometres
       

13,46
                              SS 10 Rundkurs Leonhard                        35,16 kilometres

14,50
                              SS 11 Manhartsberg Schönberg               12,98 kilometres

15,35                              Regrouping EKZ Horn

16,54
                              SS 12 Nordring Fuglau Superspecial         02,30 kilometres

17,44                              End of rally, ramp in Horn
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