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Can foreigners influence Austrian Championship at Rallye Waldviertel?

35 drivers from four of eight participating nations have the opportunity to do so 

This concerns Austrian Championship vice title in Division I and Diesel class Div. III 

As is already known, several title decisions within the National Rally Championships have fallen prematurely prior to the start of the 29th Rallye Waldviertel (October 30 to 31). But two decisions concerning vice-titles are still open – which could be influenced by good performances by foreign competitors who are eligible to score Austrian Championship points.

In Division I, which will surely supply this year’s overall winner, Raimund Baumschlager (Skoda S2000) has already secured the title of National Rally Champion with his success in Styria. The fight for the role of crown prince, though, is still open. The duel will be between Manfred Stohl, Subaru CNG (66 points), Andreas Waldherr, VW S 2000 (54), Hannes Danzinger, VW Golf KitCar CNG (52), Alexander Tazreiter and Patrick Winter, Mitsubishi Evo IX with 51 points each.

Only those foreign drivers whose countries are represented in the FIA Central Zone, to which Austria also belongs, can influence this duel.  These countries are the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy and Slovenia. Not eligible to score points in the Waldviertel are drivers of the remaining nations, like for instance Germany, Romania or Sweden.

Let’s take a look at those drivers who could, thanks to their driving abilities and the power of their cars, position themeselves ahead of the aforementioned Austrians in the overall ranking. 

These are the Czechs Milan Liska and Radek Mifka (Mitsubishi Evo X resp. Evo IX), as well as Hungarians Istvan Elek, Attila Rongits, Laszlo Ranga and Adam Baksay-Szabo (all on Mitsubishi Evo IX). Perhaps charming and fast Slovenian lady Asja Zupanc (Mitsubishi Evo IX) could also play a vital part. She and her co-driver Tajda Turk will surely very well represent the female gender at this rally. 
But the remaining Austrians in Division I, like Toto Wolf (Skoda S 2000), Willi Rabl (Mitsubishi Evo IX, Walter Kovar, Reinhard Pasteiner, Mario Saibel, Gerwald Grössing, Ernst Haneder, Willi Stengg and Manfred Pfeiffenberger (all Mitsubishi Evo IX) are very much capable of interfering in the fight for the crown prince title, perhaps by snatching points away from one of those vice-title-hopefuls.

Not to forget German Hermann Gassner sen. and Romanian Claudiu David (both Mitsubishi Evo X resp. Evo IX). The can’t score Austrian Championship points, as explained above, but will be tough competitors for a top place in the overall ranking of the Rallye Waldviertel.  

The fight for the vice-title in the Diesel class Div III won’t be as contented. Here the cup winner, Michael Kogler, is also known prematurely. On place two one finds Alfred Leitner (VW Golf V) with 63 points ahead of title-holder Michael Böhm (Fiat Punto) with 60 points. 

Apart from the fact that Böhm, who already won three times this year, is clearly the favourite, both Alfred Leitner and Hungarian Attila Kadar (BMW 120 d) could be a decivsive factor in the fight for points in the Waldviertel.

Local heroes Andi Patzl and Christian Mrlik, who have scored several wins in the Waldviertel, also plan to win in the Diesel class. Andi Patzl from Horn established himself during recent years as a serial winner of Div. III with the Skoda Fabia Tdi and Christian Mrlik from Sankt Leonhard who already was champion once, returns to rallying after a longer break and will compete in a Golf V, supervised by Team Waldherr. Both naturally plan to use their home advantage.    

Itinerary of the 29th Rallye Waldviertel:
Friday, October 30

14,50                             Start of rally on the ramp in Gars am Kamp

15,04
                             SS 1 Circuit Gars am Kamp                     22,51 kilometres

15,48 
                            SS 2 Wolfshof – Fuglau                           11,14 kilometres

16,07 
                            SS 3 Nordring Sprint                                02,68 kilometres

16,32                             Regrouping EKZ Horn

17,56 
                            SS 4 Rundkurs Gars am Kamp                22,51 kilometres

18,40 
                            SS 5 Wolfshof – Fuglau                            11,14 kilometres

18,59
                             SS 6 Nordring Sprint                                 02,68 kilometres

19,14                             Service In “OMV Horn”, End of day 1

Saturday, October 31

07,50                              Beginning of day 2, Parc-Ferme Out EKZ Horn

08,34
                              SS 7 Circuit Leonhard                              35,16 kilometres

09,38
                              SS 8 Manhartsberg Schönberg                12,98 kilometres

10,43                              Regrouping EKZ Horn

11,32
                              SS 9 Nordring Fuglau Superspecial          02,30 kilometres
       

13,46
                              SS 10 Rundkurs Leonhard                        35,16 kilometres

14,50
                              SS 11 Manhartsberg Schönberg               12,98 kilometres

15,35                              Regrouping EKZ Horn

16,54
                              SS 12 Nordring Fuglau Superspecial         02,30 kilometres

17,44                              End of rally, ramp in Horn
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Martin Meyer, Tel.  +43 699 177 30 114

Patrick Schützl, Tel.  +43 699 563 28 13















Rallye Waldviertel | 1 
          

Organisation Waldviertel Rallye 
ÖAMTC ZV Baden & MSRR Neulengbach.                                                                       www.waldviertel-rallye.at
OMV | 2
Rallye Waldviertel | 2 
          

Organisation Waldviertel Rallye, ÖAMTC ZV Baden & MSRR Neulengbach.                             www.waldviertel-rallye.at

